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The organizing commiƩee welcomes you to 
Llano County, Texas and the Llano Fiddle Fest 
weekend. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, 
whose mission is to enrich and preserve the 
art and history of Texas-style fiddle music 
and to benefit local charitable organizaƟons. 

   We would like to thank all our generous 
business sponsors and volunteers, the City of Llano, the Llano 
County Commissioners’ Court, the Llano Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitor Center and the many other supporters who make this 
event possible. 

We hope you enjoy your stay in this part of the beauƟful 
Texas Hill Country and we thank you for your support of this 
fesƟval! 

Welcome to 

Llano Fiddle Fest Organizing Committee 
Tony Guidroz • Marilyn Hale • Claudia Tuckness • Bill Tuckness 
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2024 Llano 46th Fiddle Fest Schedule of Events 

– FRIDAY, March 29th – 

 Evening:  Fiddle Jam Session (exclusive to musicians only) 
  To parƟcipate, contact wildfiddlinbill@yahoo.com 

– SATURDAY, March 30th – 

 9:00 – 9:30 AM: Llano Fiddle Fest Beginners Showcase (all ages) 
 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM: 46th Llano Open Fiddle Contest – $2,000 Grand Prize!
  FREE to aƩend, but DONATIONS gratefully accepted!
  LocaƟon: John L. Kuykendall Event Center,  
     2200 West Ranch Road 152, Llano 

 7:30 – 10:30 PM: CONCERT! (doors open at 6:30 PM – limited seaƟng)
  Western Swing Legend Jody Nix  
  VIP Seats: $30 per Ɵcket 
  General Admission: $20 per Ɵcket 
  LocaƟon: John L. Kuykendall Event Center 
     2200 West Ranch Road 152, Llano 

SUNDAY, March 31st – 

 9:00 – 11:30 AM: Sunday Morning Service  
  Amazing Grace Fiddles 
  A liƩle preachin’ by Tony Guidroz 
  Performance by Christopher Melas’ Bluegrass Band 
  Cowboy brunch 
  FREE to aƩend, but DONATIONS gratefully accepted
  to benefit the Llano County Historical Museum!  
  LocaƟon: John L. Kuykendall Event Center 
     2200 West Ranch Road 152, Llano 

- ONGOING – 

Come and see the Llano Fiddle History Exhibit at the Llano County Historical 
Museum, located at 310 Bessemer Avenue in Llano. The exhibit includes our 
newest donaƟons from the collecƟon of Hugh Farr.  Mr. Farr is known as “The 
Father of Llano Fiddlers,” and played with The Sons of The Pioneers. 
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Llano Open Fiddle Contest 

Saturday, March 30, 2024 
RegistraƟon begins @ 8:30 AM 
CompeƟƟon begins @ 9:30 AM 

Divisions # Places Prizes 

Youth  (up to 15) ALL $75, $50, $40, $30, $25 
Cash prizes / GiŌs awarded 
to all parƟcipants 

Legends (65 and up) 5 $250, $125, $100, $75, $50 

Open (all ages) 15 [see below] 

Guitar accompanist 5 $200, $125, $80, $50, $45 

Grand Champion $2,000  

1st Runner Up $800  

2nd Runner Up $600  

3rd Runner Up $400  

4th Runner Up $200  

Places 6 – 10 $150  

Places 11 – 15 $100  

Open CompeƟƟon Prizes 
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Isaac, who was 
known for his big 
smile and mile-long 
stories, leŌ us too 
soon. Isaac had an in-
credible love of life 
and lived every mo-
ment to the absolute 
fullest. 

Isaac, who fre-
quently arrived to his 
fiddle lessons in 
camo and sleeveless 
work shirts, was able to catch a flying rooster in mid-air. Isaac 
loved “living off the land,” and would pack the freezer with his 
successful hunts. Isaac was a hard worker and enjoyed every 
ounce of the outdoors. His family roots date back to the origi-
nal German immigrants who seƩled in Llano. 

Music meant a lot to Isaac, and he played for the sheer 
enjoyment of the fiddle. Anyone who met Isaac immediately 
loved him. 

Llano dearly misses our friend and we are proud to honor 
Isaac through this annual Memorial Fiddle Award. 

AGAPE HAUS MUSIC STUDIO 

Isaac Carver Memorial Fiddle Award 
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Christopher Melas is one of AusƟn’s up-and-coming bluegrass musicians, 
regularly gracing concert goers with tradiƟonals and originals alike. “He is 
rising among the ranks of local flatpickers,” as noted by the Central Texas 
Bluegrass AssociaƟon.  

At first glance, you wouldn’t expect his route into bluegrass to have been 
so unusual. As a child, his older brother taught him classical guitar, and in 
college he studied with renowned classical guitarist Costas Cotsiolis. AŌer 
winning his first classical guitar compeƟƟon in 2016, he noƟced that his right 
hand was not feeling normal. He was soon diagnosed with focal dystonia, a 
rare movement disorder, which ended his career in classical music. 

Immediately he knew he needed to find another way to play music, and 
discovered that he could sƟll hold a guitar pick. Almost without hesitaƟon, he 
dedicated himself to learning to play the music he loved the most: bluegrass. 
AŌer a quick transiƟon, he found his home in the bluegrass world, and is a 
fixture in AusƟn's bluegrass scene, where he performs on a weekly basis. 

Christopher Melas 
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Preserving and interpreƟng the history of Llano County are among the chief goals 
of the Llano County Historical Museum, and this includes musical history. Llano County 
has produced some outstanding fiddlers throughout the years, and a new crop of 
young fiddlers is in development, as 
evidenced by the number of young 
local musicians parƟcipaƟng in the 
Open Fiddle Contest during Llano 
Fiddle Fest.  

Llano Fiddle Fest has partnered 
with the Llano County Historical 
Museum for several years to develop 
a permanent display in the museum, 
featuring instruments and biographical sketches of Llano County fiddlers of days past, 
such as OƟs Light, John (JC) Burton, Woodrow Thomas and Eddie McDonald. Also on 
display are news clippings and memorabilia from past years of Llano Fiddle Fest. In 
2022, the collecƟon was honored to add the fiddle of Hugh Farr (1903-1980), who was 

born in Llano County and played 
with The Sons of the Pioneers 
from the mid-1930s through 
1958. 

     On Sunday morning, museum 
volunteers will prepare and serve 
biscuits, sausage gravy, and all 
the trimmings for a hearty brunch 
following a brief church service 
and music by the Christopher 
Melas Bluegrass Band. 

     Breakfast is by donaƟon, with 
proceeds benefiƫng the Llano 

County Historical Museum. Sunday morning’s events start at 9:00 AM at the John L. 
Kuykendall Event Center, located at 2200 West Ranch Road 152 in Llano, and conclude 
before noon.  

The Llano County Historical Museum is located at 310 Bessemer Avenue in Llano. 
Hours are Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 

– Marilyn Hale 

 Hugh Farr’s Josef Guarnerius 
Fecit Cremonae Anno 1724 IHS Fiddle 

Fiddle AppreciaƟon at the Llano County Historical Museum 
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Llano Fiddle Fest 
Legends Division: 65+ 

1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place 
4th Place 
5th Place  

Star McMullen 
Brent Young 
Bob Davis 
Linda McArthur 
Sandra Darnell  

Corvallis, OR 
Anna, TX 
Leakey, TX 
Marble Falls, TX 
Kingsland, TX  

Youth Division: Up to 15 

1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place 
4th Place 
5th Place  

McKenna Petersen 
Tristan Paskvan 
Luke Eggert 
Clara Mitchell 
Luke Moody  

Fulshear, TX 
Southlake, TX 
Killeen, TX  
Grapevine, TX 
San AugusƟne, TX  

Isaac Carver Memorial Fiddle Award 

2nd Annual Winner Violet Hamilton  Burleson, TX  
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2023 Contest Winners 
Open Division 

Grand Champion 
1st Runner Up 
2nd Runner Up 
3rd Runner Up 
4th Runner Up 
6th Place 
7th Place 
8th Place 
9th Place 
10th Place 
11th Place 
12th Place 
13th Place 
14th Place 
15th Place  

Carl Hopkins 
Dennis Ludiker 
Andrew Wilson 
Marty Elmore 
JayDean Ludiker 
Shira Ellisman 
Thomas Paskvan 
Aimee Peterson 
Heide Labensart 
Julie Admundson 
Eddie Davis 
Zephyr Yellman 
Bill Tuckness 
Nicolas Siller 
Cara Wilson  

Porter, TX 
Spokane, WA 
Liberty Hill, TX  
Bowie, TX 
Spokane, WA 
Kingswood, TX 
South Lake, TX 
Fulshear, TX 
AusƟn, TX  
HalleƩsville, TX 
PalesƟne, TX 
AusƟn, TX 
Valley Spring, TX 
Boerne, TX 
Liberty Hill, TX  

Accompanist Division 

1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place 
4th Place 
5th Place  

Anthony Mature  
HyaƩ Hopkins  
Nick GillenƟne 
Marty McPherson 
Bart Baker  

New Waverly, TX 
Kingwood, TX 
Graham, TX 
Glen Rose, TX 
Alvarado, TX  
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Jody Nix, a well-established 
arƟst in the great State of Texas, 
gives Glory and Thanks to God for 
the talent, and the ability to use it 
to play music that he dearly loves. 
A true TradiƟonal Country Music 
and Western Swing arƟst, he has 
been in the business for 61 years. 
He has played dances and shows all 
over Texas and other parts of the 
Southwest. He leads one of the 
finest dance bands in Texas, and 
they fill the floor on every song. 

Jody “grew up” in music, 
started playing drums in his father 
Hoyle Nix's band at age 8 in 1960, 
playing 5 nights a week all over 
West Texas. Jody started playing 
fiddle at age 11, started singing at 
age 16, and recorded with Bob Wills at age 21 on the 1973 album Bob Wills 
and His Texas Playboys For The Last Time as a guest arƟst, singing 3 songs. He 
was given the Western Heritage Wrangler Award in 1975 by the NaƟonal 
Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City for an outstanding contribuƟon to 
western music for his work on the album; the award was presented to him by 
Gene Autry. Jody has released 11 albums of his own, and was a guest arƟst on 
both of Asleep At The Wheel’s Tribute to Bob Wills albums. Jody and The Texas 
Cowboys played for the Black Tie and Boots Ball in 1989 in Washington, D.C., 
for then-President George H. W. Bush. Jody has played the Bob Wills Day 
CelebraƟon in Turkey, Texas for 47 years – 10 with his father and 35 on his 
own, and he played the TCR rodeo dances in Stamford, Texas for 35 years, 
where in 1986 he set – and sƟll holds – the all-Ɵme aƩendance record. He 
played for the Big Spring Cowboy Reunion and Rodeo for 21 years, the Post 

Jody Nix 
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Stampede Rodeo for 23 years, and worked with the Big Spring Symphony 
Orchestra in 1990, 1994, 1997 and 2016, and with the Midland-Odessa 
Symphony Orchestra in 1992. He has been a part of all the Western Swing 
FesƟvals in Canton, Texarkana, Snyder, San Angelo and Wichita Falls for over 
30 years, and played for the Howard County Fair in Big Spring 24 years in a 
row. He also played for the Boys Ranch Ball in San Angelo for 19 years and  the 
Western Heritage Classic Ranch Rodeo in Abilene for 15 years. Jody was also a 
guest arƟst with Asleep At The Wheel in the original play of “A Ride With Bob” 
in 2005. 

In 2008, Jody and the Texas Cowboys represented the state of Texas at the 
Smithsonian Folklife FesƟval in Washington, D.C., and also played at the 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Jody also played for the PRCA 
ConvenƟon at the South Point Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada from 
2007–2009, and for the Cowboy Ball at the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. He is a favorite in Branson, Missouri at Silver Dollar City, 
having performed there for 8 years, and at Willie's Place in Carl's Corner, 
Texas. He also played at Willie Nelson’s 4th of July picnic in 2010 and 2013, the 
Lincoln County Cowboy Symposium in Ruidoso, New Mexico from 2010–2019, 
and the Lincoln County Cowboy Christmas Ball. If you listen to XM Satellite 
Radio, you will hear Jody and the Texas Cowboys on Willie's Roadhouse 
channel 59, where they are in heavy rotaƟon. This has brought worldwide 
aƩenƟon to the band. 

In 1996, Jody was inducted into the Western Swing Society Hall of Fame in 
Sacramento, California. In May 2009, Jody and the Texas Cowboys were 
inducted into the Texas Western Swing Hall of Fame in San Marcos. In 2013, 
Jody was inducted into the Northwest Western Swing Music Society Hall of 
Fame in Washington State. In May 2016, Jody was honored by the Cowtown 
Society of Western Music and received the Living Hero of Western Swing 
Award, and in June 2016, Jody was inducted into the Cowboy Hall of Fame at 
the Heritage Museum in Big Spring. Jody has worked with Bob Wills, Ray Price, 
Marty Robbins, George Strait, Moe Bandy, Red Steagall, Asleep At The Wheel, 
Johnny Bush, Frenchie Burke, Tony Booth, The Quebe Sisters, Steve Wariner 
and many, many others. The band works 100 to 115 dates a year, and consists 
of Jody Nix: bandleader, fiddle and vocals; Robert Weeks: fiddle and vocals; 
Jimmy Don Pack: bass; Jim Loessberg: steel guitar and Terry Thompson: drums. 
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Special T hanks To: 

Agape Haus Music Studio, Keenan Fletcher, Llano 

Jon AusƟn: program and website 

Blackerby Violin Shop, AusƟn 

Lyle Dixson: videography 

Lynda Gammage, Llano 

Tony Guidroz: master of ceremonies, preaching 

McCauley Herron: photography 

Llano Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center:  
 Ɵcket sales and support 

Llano County 4-H Horse Club: concessions   

Llano County Historical Society, Inc.: brunch 

Chyna Mason: graphics design 

Old Time Fiddlers AssociaƟon 

Westbank String Shop, AusƟn 

Wildflower Dance Studio, Llano 

And thanks to all the volunteers  
who have donated their time and talents to make  

Llano Fiddle Fest 2024 the best it can be.  
T he event’s success is due in large part  

to these dedicated friends of Llano Fiddle Fest! 
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My maternal grandfather, Joseph Reuben 
Johnson, was a fiddle player. He was born in 
Williamson County, Texas; moved with his 
parents and siblings to Buffalo Gap in Taylor 
County; and finally moved to the Valley View 
community in Mitchell County, where he and 
my grandmother raised two daughters. Some 
of his siblings also played musical instruments. 
I was born too late to hear the family band, 
and I have a vague memory of hearing my 
grandfather play the fiddle only once. His 
daughters arranged for some musicians to 
come to his home to play for him shortly 
before his passing. I can only imagine how 
important music was to him and his brothers 
and sisters, who experienced the hard work 

and hard times that were common to farm families. His fiddle occupies a place of 

honor in my home. — Marilyn Hale 

Joseph Reuben Johnson 
1879 — 1961 
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for  
Hotel Occupancy Tax  

Grant Funds 

· Llano County 

· Llano County  
 Commissioners’  
 Court 

· T he City of Llano 

· Llano City Council 

T hanks to: 


